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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 35-38 recite the limitation "function as defined in claim". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Shaffer et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,239,881 (hereinafter Shaffer) in view of Oba et al. U.S. 

Patent No. 6,072,599 (hereinafter Oba). 

1 . With respect to claim 1 7, Shaffer discloses a facsimile device provided with a 
receipt-rejected function of rejecting message receipt from communication partner other 
than a communication partner previously registered in a receipt-allowed communication 
partner registering table (list of "acceptable" station identifiers in col. 4, lines 45-54), 
wherein said facsimile device provided with a receipt-rejecting function including, 

a receipt-rejected communication control medium collecting (receiving station 
identifier at steps 404 and 406) the communication control information in connection 
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with the communication relating to the message arrival from the communication partner 
not registered in said receipt-allowed communication partner registering table (received 
identifier at steps 406 & 408), and storing said collected communication control 
information in a receipt-rejected communication control information storage medium 
(step 412 in fig. 4) and viewing the rejected station identifier (step 414 in col. 4, line 59). 

Shaffer does not disclose expressly a function of creating a list of image 
information on the basis of the communication control information stored in said receipt- 
rejected communication control storage medium and a function of outputting the list of 
image information created by the communication control list creating medium. 

Oba, however, discloses a function of collecting and storing a communication 
control information in an error and/or status communication information storage medium 
(communication history memory 41 ), a function of creating a list of image information on 
the basis of the communication control information storage medium, and a function of 
outputting the list of image information created by the communication control list 
creating medium (col. 16, lines 20-43 & fig. 20). 

Shaffer and Oba are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor that is the facsimile art. 

Since Shaffer discloses the method of storing the rejected station identifier in a 
memory (steps 408 & 412), at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the method of filtering unwanted facsimile 
data taught by Shaffer with the method of creating the list of receiving/transmitting 
history report stored in a memory taught by Oba. 
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The motivation/suggestion for doing so would have been to create a history list of 
senders who have been attempting to send a facsimile data. Additionally, it would give 
the user to review the history list and make a correction if a particular sender is 
mistakenly blocked/rejected previously. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Shaffer with Oba to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 17. 

2. With respect to claim 18, Shaffer discloses a method of controlling a facsimile 
device provided with a receipt-rejected function of rejecting message receipt from a 
communication partner other than a communication partner previously registered in a 
receipt-allowed communication partner registering table (list of "acceptable" station 
identifiers in col. 4, lines 45-54), 

wherein said method of controlling the facsimile device provided with a 
receipt-rejecting function comprising the steps of: 

collecting communication control information (receiving station identifier at steps 
404 and 406) in connection with the communication relating to message arrival from a 
communication partner not registered in said receipt-allowed communication partner 
registering table (received identifier at steps 406 & 408); and 

storing said collected communication control information in a receipt-rejected 
communication control information storage medium (step 412 in fig. 4) and viewing the 
rejected station identifier (step 414 in col. 4, line 59). 

Shaffer does not disclose expressly the steps of: 
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creating a list of image information on the basis of the communication control 
information; 

creating the list of image information on the basis of the communication control 
information stored in said receipt-rejected communication control information storage 
medium; and 

visibly outputting said created list of image information. 

Oba, however, discloses steps of collecting and storing a communication control 
information in an error and/or status communication information storage medium 
(communication history memory 41), creating a list of image information on the basis of 
the communication control information storage medium, and visibly outputting the list of 
image information created by the communication control list creating medium (col. 16, 
lines 20-43 & fig. 20). 

Shaffer and Oba are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor that is the facsimile art. 

Since Shaffer discloses the method of storing the rejected station identifier in a 
memory (steps 408 & 412), at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the method of filtering unwanted facsimile 
data taught by Shaffer with the method of creating the list of receiving/transmitting 
history report stored in a memory taught by Oba. 

The motivation/suggestion for doing so would have been to create a history list of 
senders who have been attempting to send a facsimile data. Additionally, it would give 
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the user to review the history list and make a correction if a particular sender is 
mistakenly blocked/rejected previously. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Shaffer with Oba to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 18. 

3. With respect to claim 19, Shaffer discloses a facsimile device provided with a 
receipt-rejected function of rejecting message receipt from communication partner other 
than a communication partner previously registered in a receipt-allowed communication 
partner registering table (list of "acceptable" station identifiers in col. 4, lines 45-54), 

wherein said facsimile device provided with a receipt-rejecting function 
comprising: 

a normal communication control medium collecting communication control 
information in connection with the communication relating to a message receipt from the 
communication partner registered in a transmission-allowed communication partner 
registering table or in said receipt-allowed communication partner registering table and 
storing said collected communication control information in said normal communication 
control information storage medium (col. 3, lines 38-41 & col. 4, lines 45-50). 

With respect to the rest of claim 19, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claims 17 and 18, are applicable. 

4. With respect to claim 20, arguments analogous to those presented for claims 17- 
19, are applicable. 

5. With respect to claim 21 , Shaffer discloses the facsimile device provided with a 
receipt-rejecting function as defined in claim 17, wherein the communication control 
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information collected by said receipt-rejected communication control medium and stored 
in said receipt-rejected communication control information storing medium in connection 
with the communication relating to the message arrival from the communication partner 
not registered in said receipt-allowed communication partner registering table includes a 
communication partner identifying information (station identifier in col. 4, line 59). Also, 
see fig. 20 of Oba. 

6. With respect to claim 22, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 21 , 
are applicable. 

1. With respect to claim 23, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 21 , 
are applicable. 

8. With respect to claim 24, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 21 , 
are applicable. 

9. With respect to claim 25, Shaffer discloses the method of controlling the facsimile 
device provided with a receipt-rejecting function as defined in claim 18, wherein the 
communication control information memorized in said receipt-rejected communication 
control information storing medium in connection with the communication relating to the 
message arrival from the communication partner not registered in said receipt-allowed 
communication partner registering table includes a communication partner identifying 
information (station identifier in col. 4, line 59). Also, see fig. 20 of Oba. 

10. With respect to claim 26, arguments analogous to those presented for claims 21 
and 25, are applicable. 
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1 1 . With respect to claim 27, Oba discloses the facsimile device further comprising a 
time counting medium for counting the present date and time; and 

wherein the communication control information collected by said receipt-rejected 
communication control medium and storing in said receipt-rejected communication 
control information memorizing medium (communication history memory 41 in fig. 4) in 
connection with the communication relating to the message arrival from the 
communication partner not registered in said receipt-allowed communication partner 
registering table includes the date-and-time information read out from said time counting 
medium at the time of the message arrival (col. 17, lines 15-21 & fig. 20). 

Since it prints out the date and time of the transmission, it is inherent that the 
device has a clock for counting the present date and time. 

12. With respect to claim 28, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 27, 
are applicable. 

1 3. With respect to claim 29, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 27, 
are applicable. 

14. With respect to claim 30, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 27, 
are applicable. 

1 5. With respect to claim 31 , arguments analogous to those presented for claim 27, 
are applicable. 

16. With respect to claim 32, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 27, 
are applicable. 
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17. With respect to claim 33, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 27, 
are applicable. 

18. With respect to claim 34, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 27, 
are applicable. 

19. With respect to claims 35-38, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 
27, are applicable. 

20. With respect to claim 39, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 17, 
are applicable. 

21 . With respect to claim 40, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 20, 
are applicable. 

22. With respect to claim 41 , arguments analogous to those presented for claim 18, 
are applicable. 

23. With respect to claim 42, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 19, 
are applicable. 

24. With respect to claim 1 , arguments analogous to those presented for claim 1 7, 
are applicable. 

25. With respect to claim 2, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 18, 
are applicable. 

26. With respect to claim 3, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 19, 
are applicable. 
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27. With respect to claim 4, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 20, 
are applicable. 

28. With respect to claims 5-16, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 
27, are applicable. 



Conclusion 

29. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 5,307,178 to Yoneda discloses a facsimile device that rejects 
unwanted facsimile data. 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S PARK whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
2448. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you. have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Chan S. Park 
Examiner 

csp 

April 28, 2004 
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